HEREDITARY TITLES

if membership of an Electoral College carried with it the
qualification to hold a title. If this were so, all past or present
Chairmen of Colleges might be given a title; but it would
be a purely personal one, and would become hereditary
only when permission was obtained to establish an entailed
estate bringing in 10-20,000 livres a year. Members of
Colleges who could prove possession of a freehold with a
net revenue of not less than 10,000 francs, and who had held
their office for more than six years, could petition the
Emperor for a hereditary title, with every likelihood of
obtaining it.

Amongst other advantages, this institution would attach
more prestige to membership of the Electoral Colleges, and
would distinguish between fortunes made by legitimate
means, and of some standing, from fortunes of recent
origin, derived from business or speculation.

Distinctions of this kind, so bestowed, would be very
generally coveted, because it is only human nature to want
to leave to one's children some memorial of the reputation
one has enjoyed, as well as an adequate and honourable
fortune.

It won't be so easy to become a member of a College,
because there are not more than 300 members to a Depart-
ment; so that a man might not reach the position till he
was already pretty old, and his career might be over before
the end of the necessary six years.

To sum up: the sovereign bestows titles, or allows the
establishment of entails, in the case of citizens who have
distinguished themselves by public spirit and important
services. He is the sole judge, and no private considerations
can set limits to his freedom of action. As for other citizens,
who do not combine these qualifications to such an eminent
degree, the sovereign can bestow the same favour on them
too, but they must necessarily be marked out by their
wealth, since they are among the principal tax-payers; they
must have obtained the votes of their fellow-citizens, since
the members of the Colleges are nominated by the cantonal
assemblies; and they must have occupied for some time a
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